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PLAGUE IN RUSSIA. 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COUNCIL OF HYGIENE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF 
EKATERINOSLAV REGARDING ITS CONTROL. 

A translation of a review appearing in the Bulletin of the International Office of Public Hygiene for 
November, 1913, of the recommendations of the Council of Hygiene (Jan. 15, 1913), Government of 
Ekaterinoslav, Russia. 

By W. C. Ruckes, Assistant Surgeon General, United States Public Health Service. 

Plague having made its appearance in the Province of the Cossacks 
of the Don, close to the Government of Ekaterinoslav, the head of 
the latter Government judged it necessary to take measures against 
the possible contamination of his territory. The Council of Hygiene 
of the Government, assisted by the representatives of the cities and 
of the mining industry, have laid out a plan of campaign against the 
infection. 

After having considered various reports: "History of plague epi- 
demics," by Towsline; "The bacteriology of plague," by Stepanov 
Grigoriev; "The clinical course of plague, its serotherapy and vacci- 
nation," by Freifeld; "The epidemiology of plague and the measures 
to be taken against plague," by Smidovitch; and after considerable 
discussion the Council of Hygiene has set forth the following views : 

1. The battle against plague, as that against all other epidemics, 
should be conducted by the permanent medico-sanitary organiza- 
tions, upon the principles which are based upon the combat of 
epidemics in general. The temporary measures determined by the 
peculiarities of the infection should be adapted to the type of the 
permanent sanitary organization. 

2. It should direct its efforts above all toward the improvement of 
housing conditions. 

3. Deratization as a general measure is not rational. The warfare 
against rats should be made by the improvement of housing condi- 
tions. Habitations should be kept free of garbage and offal which 
attract rats and serve for their nourishment. 

4. The sanitary officials should direct their attention particularly 
to spermophiles. 

5. With the beginning of spring they should organize in the country 
contiguous to the Province of the Don a surveillance of spermophiles 
and rats, together with bacteriological examinations. 
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6. Incase plague should continue to exist in the Province of the Don, 
it will be necessary to organize temporary medical sections to reinforce 
the medical personnel attached to the mines and factories in order 
to facilitate the discovery of the first case of plague. It will also be 
necessary to station physicians on the large plantations. 

7. The physicians should educate the general public as to the 
measures to be taken in the combat against plague. More sanitary 
organizations should be created and those which already exist should 
be stimulated to greater activity. 

8. All arriving laborers should be carefully examined. 

9. In order that plague may be discovered as soon as it makes its 
appearance, the bacteriological laboratories should be supplied with 
the material and personnel necessary for making plague examinations. 

10. In case of the appearance of plague the patients should be 
isolated : 

1 . Where there are special isolation hospitals for infectious diseases, in these hospitals. 

2. Where there is only an ordinary hospital all the other patients should be removed, 
to make place for the plague patients. 

3. If there is no hospital, isolation may be made in a school or other appropriate 
place. Only in extreme cases may the patient be allowed to remain in his own home, 
and then only after taking every possible precaution. 

11. Persons who have been in contact with the patient should be 
isolated promptly, at the same time as the patient. 

12. In cases where it seems sufficient, infected premises may be 
disinfected. Recourse need not be had to incineration except in the 
most extreme cases, and indemnity should be paid to cover loss 
made by disinfection or eviction. 

13. The measures of isolation and disinfection should be admin- 
istered as obligatory, but with tact. 

14. In view of the unity of the measures for the combat against the 
infection, it is necessary that there be complete harmony between 
the authorities and the entire population. 



SMALLPOX IN GERMANY. 

OCCURRENCE DURING THE YEAR 1910 AND DURING THE PERIOD 1896-1910. 

Abstracted from Medizinal-Statistische Mitteilungen aus dem Kaiserlichen Oesundheitsamte, t. 16, pt. 1. 

By Emily R. Jones. 

The number of cases of smallpox which occurred in the German 
Empire during the year 1910, as reported to the Imperial Bureau of 
Health, was 236 (previous year 247). Of this number 34 (14.41 per 
cent of the cases) terminated fatally. Nearly one-half the cases, 
viz, 105, occurred among foreigners, 87 being Russians, 9 Austrians, 
5 Italians, 1 Swiss, 1 Spaniard, and 1 Portuguese. The proportion 



